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This will facilitate expedient seizure of ves-

sels or aircraft used to facilitate sanctionable 
activities. 

The President will also be supported in his 
efforts to produce progress reports on signifi-
cant activities undermining cyber security con-
flicted, or otherwise ordered or controlled, di-
rectly or indirectly, by the government of North 
Korea. 

Our Secretary of State will be supported in 
his human rights efforts of reporting on each 
political prison camp in North Korea, which will 
include a detailed description of those abuses 
or censorship. 

Again, I thank Chairman ROYCE for cham-
pioning this bill and look forward to working 
with him and other members of this House in 
promoting our national security and supporting 
our President’s objective of establishing us as 
a credible and trusted leader in the global 
landscape. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROYCE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 757, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

PRESIDENTIAL ALLOWANCE 
MODERNIZATION ACT 

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1777) to amend the Act of August 
25, 1958, commonly known as the 
‘‘Former Presidents Act of 1958’’, with 
respect to the monetary allowance pay-
able to a former President, and for 
other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1777 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Presidential Al-
lowance Modernization Act’’. 
SEC. 2. AMENDMENTS. 

(a) RELATING TO A FORMER PRESIDENT.—The 
first section of the Act entitled ‘‘An Act to pro-
vide retirement, clerical assistants, and free 
mailing privileges to former Presidents of the 
United States, and for other purposes’’, ap-
proved August 25, 1958 (3 U.S.C. 102 note), is 
amended by striking the matter before sub-
section (e) and inserting the following: 

‘‘(a) Each former President shall be entitled 
for the remainder of his or her life to receive 
from the United States— 

‘‘(1) an annuity at the rate of $200,000 per 
year, subject to subsection (c); and 

‘‘(2) a monetary allowance at the rate of 
$200,000 per year, subject to subsections (c) and 
(d). 

‘‘(b)(1) The annuity and allowance under sub-
section (a) shall each— 

‘‘(A) commence on the day after the indi-
vidual becomes a former President; 

‘‘(B) terminate on the last day of the month 
before the former President dies; and 

‘‘(C) be payable by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury on a monthly basis. 

‘‘(2) The annuity and allowance under sub-
section (a) shall not be payable for any period 
during which the former President holds an ap-
pointive or elective position in or under the Fed-
eral Government to which is attached a rate of 
pay other than a nominal rate. 

‘‘(c) Effective December 1 of each year, each 
annuity and allowance under subsection (a) 
having a commencement date that precedes such 
December 1 shall be increased by the same per-
centage as the percentage by which benefit 
amounts under title II of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 401 and following) are increased, ef-
fective as of such December 1, as a result of a 
determination under section 215(i) of such Act 
(42 U.S.C. 415(i)). 

‘‘(d)(1) Notwithstanding any other provision 
of this section, the monetary allowance payable 
under subsection (a)(2) to a former President for 
any 12-month period may not exceed the amount 
by which— 

‘‘(A) the monetary allowance which (but for 
this subsection) would otherwise be so payable 
for such 12-month period, exceeds (if at all) 

‘‘(B) the applicable reduction amount for such 
12-month period. 

‘‘(2)(A) For purposes of paragraph (1), the 
‘applicable reduction amount’ is, with respect to 
any former President and in connection with 
any 12-month period, the amount by which— 

‘‘(i) the sum of (I) the adjusted gross income 
(as defined by section 62 of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986) of the former President for 
the last taxable year ending before the start of 
such 12-month period, plus (II) any interest ex-
cluded from the gross income of the former 
President under section 103 of such Code for 
such taxable year, exceeds (if at all) 

‘‘(ii) $400,000, subject to subparagraph (C). 
‘‘(B) In the case of a joint return, subclauses 

(I) and (II) of subparagraph (A)(i) shall be ap-
plied by taking into account both the amounts 
properly allocable to the former President and 
the amounts properly allocable to the spouse of 
the former President. 

‘‘(C) The dollar amount specified in subpara-
graph (A)(ii) shall be adjusted at the same time 
that, and by the same percentage as the per-
centage by which, the monetary allowance of 
the former President is increased under sub-
section (c) (disregarding this subsection).’’. 

(b) RELATING TO THE SURVIVING SPOUSE OF A 
FORMER PRESIDENT.— 

(1) INCREASE IN AMOUNT OF MONETARY ALLOW-
ANCE.—Subsection (e) of the section amended by 
subsection (a) is amended— 

(A) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘$20,000 
per annum,’’ and inserting ‘‘$100,000 per year 
(subject to paragraph (4)),’’; and 

(B) in the second sentence— 
(i) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘and’’ at the 

end; 
(ii) in paragraph (3)— 
(I) by striking ‘‘or the government of the Dis-

trict of Columbia’’; and 
(II) by striking the period and inserting ‘‘; 

and’’; and 
(iii) by adding after paragraph (3) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(4) shall, after its commencement date, be in-

creased at the same time that, and by the same 
percentage as the percentage by which, annu-
ities of former Presidents are increased under 
subsection (c).’’. 

(2) COVERAGE OF WIDOWER OF A FORMER 
PRESIDENT.—Such subsection (e), as amended by 
paragraph (1), is further amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘widow’’ each place it appears 
and inserting ‘‘widow or widower’’; and 

(B) by striking ‘‘she’’ and inserting ‘‘she or 
he’’. 
SEC. 3. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this Act shall be considered to af-
fect— 

(1) any provision of law relating to the secu-
rity or protection of a former President or a 
member of the family of a former President; or 

(2) funding, under the law amended by this 
section or under any other law, to carry out any 
provision of law described in paragraph (1). 
SEC. 4. EFFECTIVE DATE; TRANSITION RULES. 

(a) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This Act shall take ef-
fect on the date of enactment of this Act. 

(b) TRANSITION RULES.— 
(1) FORMER PRESIDENTS.—In the case of any 

individual who is a former President on the date 
of enactment of this Act, the amendment made 
by section 2(a) shall be applied as if the com-
mencement date referred in subsection (b)(1)(A) 
of the section amended by this Act coincided 
with such date of enactment. 

(2) WIDOWS.—In the case of any individual 
who is the widow of a former President on the 
date of enactment of this Act, the amendments 
made by section 2(b)(1) shall be applied as if the 
commencement date referred to in subsection 
(e)(1) of the section amended by this Act coin-
cided with such date of enactment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COS-
TELLO of Pennsylvania). Pursuant to 
the rule, the gentleman from Utah (Mr. 
CHAFFETZ) and the gentlewoman from 
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Utah. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I rise today in support of H.R. 1777, 

the Presidential Allowance Moderniza-
tion Act. The act updates an arcane 
law which no longer reflects day-to-day 
reality in order to reduce unnecessary 
costs to the taxpayers. H.R. 1777 de-
creases the pension of former Presi-
dents, increases the pension of sur-
viving spouses, and limits the allow-
ances provided for post-Presidential ex-
penditures. 

This important piece of legislation 
amends and modernizes the Former 
Presidents Act of 1958 by authorizing a 
$200,000 annual pension for each former 
President and a $100,000 annual sur-
vivor benefit for each surviving spouse. 

We thank these Presidents and their 
spouses for the unbelievable toll and 
service that they have given to their 
country. Currently, former Presidents 
receive an annual pension of roughly 
$203,700, and a surviving spouse’s pen-
sion is $20,000. 

The Presidential Allowance Mod-
ernization Act also sets an annual al-
lowance of $200,000 for costs such as 
travel, staff, and office expenses that 
are associated with post-Presidential 
life. 

For those former Presidents that 
earn outside income, which most do, 
the $200,000 annual allowance is re-
duced dollar for dollar for every dollar 
a former President earns in outside in-
come in excess of $400,000. 
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So, in essence, if former Presidents 

want to ride off into the sunset and go 
fishing and enjoy the Utah sunsets, 
they can go do that. They will be very 
healthily compensated to lead that 
kind of lifestyle. 

If they choose to go out and sell 
books and give speeches and do all 
those things, more power to them. If 
that is what they choose to do, they 
can go out and make that type of 
money. For some, they make millions 
of dollars doing so. At that point, I just 
don’t think that the taxpayers should 
necessarily supplement their income. 
They don’t need it at that point. 

So we worked in a very good, bipar-
tisan way with Ranking Member ELI-
JAH CUMMINGS from Maryland. We 
worked to do this together. We intro-
duced this in a bipartisan way. I want 
our Members to know that, if this bill 
passes, it would save nearly $10 million 
in the first 5 years. 

In fiscal year 2015, Congress appro-
priated $3.2 million for pensions, office 
staff, and related expenses for former 
Presidents. Of that amount, the Gen-
eral Services Administration made $1.1 
million in rental payments for office 
space. 

The annual allowance provision 
under H.R. 1777 replaces the millions of 
dollars currently provided for travel, 
staff, and office expenses of former 
Presidents and ends an unnecessary 
government handout to former Presi-
dents that decide to make millions 
after leaving office. 

This bill does not affect the security 
or protection of former Presidents or 
family members of a former President. 
But, rather, H.R. 1777 brings an end to 
the American taxpayer subsidizing ex-
penditures for former Presidents. 

Unfortunately, both sides of the aisle 
recognize that, no matter who the 
President is, in this modern age, they 
are going to have security concerns the 
rest of their lives. 

Under this bill, all of those expenses 
for the Secret Service and those type of 
expenditures will continue to be paid 
for, at no expense. No matter their in-
come, it is a duty and obligation of the 
Federal Government to protect these 
former Presidents, and they will con-
tinue to do so. 

The Presidential Allowance Mod-
ernization Act modernizes the Former 
Presidents Act while reducing unneces-
sary costs to the taxpayers. 

Again, I want to thank Ranking 
Member CUMMINGS, who was an origi-
nal cosponsor of this bill. I also want 
to thank Representative GROTHMAN 
from Wisconsin, who cosponsored and 
worked on this piece of legislation. I 
urge Members to vote in favor of this. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 1777, the Presidential Allow-
ance Modernization Act. I want to 
thank my good friends, Chairman 
CHAFFETZ and Ranking Member CUM-

MINGS of the Oversight Committee, for 
their work on this important update of 
Presidential legislation. 

This is what this bill would do: It 
would update what has become an ar-
cane law and reduce unnecessary costs 
to the taxpayer. The bill would amend 
the Former Presidents Act of 1958 to 
provide a $200,000 annual pension for 
each former President and a $100,000 
annual survivor benefit to each sur-
viving spouse. The pensions are indexed 
to inflation and would increase with 
the Social Security cost-of-living ad-
justment. 

Currently, surviving spouses receive 
$20,000—an interesting disparity be-
tween the spouse and the former Presi-
dent—and former Presidents receive a 
pension equal to the pay for Cabinet 
Secretaries, which for 2015 is $203,700. 

The bill would also provide an annual 
allowance of $200,000 for costs associ-
ated with post-Presidential life. The 
annual allowance would replace 
amounts currently provided for travel, 
staff, and office expenses, which to-
taled $3.25 million in fiscal year 2015 for 
the four living former Presidents. 

The allowance would be reduced dol-
lar for dollar for every dollar a former 
President earns in outside income in 
excess of $400,000. 

b 1645 

So, you see, there might be no Presi-
dential pension if the President does 
what most Presidents have done, which 
is to almost not be able to help earning 
outside income. 

Updating the allowance ends an un-
necessary government handout to 
former Presidents making millions of 
dollars after leaving office. There is lit-
tle reason why American taxpayers 
should be subsidizing these former 
Presidents when they are making a 
comfortable living on their own work. 

This legislation would not affect the 
funding for the security and protection 
of former Presidents and their spouses, 
and that is an important provision, 
considering the world in which we live 
today. 

Last, Mr. Speaker, I want to particu-
larly thank my good friend, Chairman 
CHAFFETZ, for the amendment, my 
amendment to the bill in committee to 
eliminate the prohibition on pre-
venting a former President or sur-
viving spouse from receiving a pension 
during the period of time he or she 
holds office in the District of Colum-
bia. 

Imagine that. When this bill was 
written, it was a double-dipping bill, 
and they thought that some President 
would leave office and want to, some-
how, seek work in the District of Co-
lumbia. Hardly, but I can understand 
that provision, and I thank the chair-
man that this double-dipping provision, 
he and I both find, is no longer nec-
essary. 

While this language may have made 
sense in 1958, that was before the Dis-
trict even had home rule. The District 
had no mayor or city council. It was 

under the total dominance of the Fed-
eral Government. 

Since then, of course, there have 
been changes that I am pleased to ap-
plaud, and the government of the Dis-
trict of Columbia pays for the pensions 
of its own employees, so the Federal 
Government isn’t in it at all. 

There is no reason the concern that a 
former President would receive both a 
pension and a salary from the Federal 
Government should still be a part of 
our law. 

This is a good-government bill that 
makes fiscal sense by reducing tax-
payer-funded costs. I certainly urge my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to 
support H.R. 1777. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I have 

no additional speakers. I urge its pas-
sage. I really and truly enjoyed work-
ing with Members on both sides of the 
aisle to get this through and urge its 
adoption. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I have no 

additional speakers. 
I want to thank the chairman. We 

are off to a good start in this second 
session of this Congress. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. 
CHAFFETZ) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1777, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA COURTS, 
PUBLIC DEFENDER SERVICE, 
AND COURT SERVICES AND OF-
FENDER SUPERVISION AGENCY 
ACT OF 2015 

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(S. 1629) to revise certain authorities of 
the District of Columbia courts, the 
Court Services and Offender Super-
vision Agency for the District of Co-
lumbia, and the Public Defender Serv-
ice for the District of Columbia, and 
for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 1629 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘District of 
Columbia Courts, Public Defender Service, 
and Court Services and Offender Supervision 
Agency Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 2. AUTHORITIES OF DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

COURTS. 
(a) AUTHORIZATION TO COLLECT DEBTS AND 

ERRONEOUS PAYMENTS FROM EMPLOYEES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II of chapter 

17 of title 11, District of Columbia Official 
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